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officially open the new state-of-the-art building. With an Ofsted/ Al
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When planning the Royal visit, the
College received visits from Buckingham
Palace, the Lord Lieutenant’s Office, MI5,
Hertfordshire Police, the Royal Protection
Team and the Royal Press Office,

“Wing maets Queen”, Karen King, Curriculim Artn Munager for Hospitulity & Catering Each visit came with a Iarge mntlnggnt of
imbrodwres The Qresii to lerrmers whe prepared aad served Hienk iy e Comuaniey Fall well-dressed males, all with one main
objective - the safety of the Head of State.
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This was a real first for Further Education|
Mot only was The Queen apening the
building, she was also having lunch in the
Community Hall. A somewhat daunting
prospect for all in catering, given that the
new building does not have a kitchen
facility to prepare and serve meals.

It took a few days for the catering team
to believe that the Queen would be
requiring lunch and yes, our leamers
would be needed to prepare and serve
the meal without a royal chef in sight.

March gt was “Rid Mose® Dy, The Qlweer wwas

dn'u:l:urr.f that some aof o learners |II|I1'\{_|I|1|'IIE.£ n

Menus were forwarded to the Palace and
the Queen selected what we are
informed is her favourite dish - lamb.

The College needed a kitchen to
prepare the royal lunch and it was
agreed that a marquee would be
erected behind the community hall
However our biggest challenge was the
security issues that simply grew and
Brew.

Initial estimates indicated that around
350 people would be in the bullding on
the official day, in fact almost 1000
people, including security were included.
Each one provided their address and
date of birth which needed 1o be
checked pricr to the event so they
would be allowed in to the building on
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the day. Even spectators on the College site needed to be checked
before badges were issued. Around 35 plain clothes police mingled with
the crowds internally, while externally our Travel and Tourism learners
assisted with all the parking and pedestrians, working closely with the
police and the College security team.

During the tour, the Queen and the Duke needed to embrace as many
College areas and include as many learners and staff as possible. This
could only be achieved if the couple were accommodated on separate
tours. This idea was welcomed by the Palace who also insisted on
separate tables for lunch with no top table, dispensing with as much
royal protocol as possible,

With the tour planned, the menus agreed, the building continued to be
worked on and with the floor area by the entrance hall being taken up
and re-laid twice, we never doubted it would be complete!
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Marketing designed the invitations and prepared a brochure, A working
party of staff was established to ensure that everyone was aware of all
issues surrounding the visit and the security services aware of our plans.

As the days passed we were informed of more security checks and after
much discussion agreed to close the new Stevenage Centre at midday
on Thursday 13th March, for the building to have a final security check.

Cutlery and china for the lunch was checked in, the flowers arrived, as
did the plaque and the last minute arrangements including bucks fizz on
arrival for staff and guests.

Thursday afternoon seemed surreal. The building quiet, with police
sniffer dogs in every area, every fire hydrant checked, the floors being
taken up, legs of tables taken apart, checked and then reassembled.

A last walk of the tour was undertaken to ensure timing was exact and
the table plans agreed.
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Finally, the day arrived, the sun shone, and staff, learners and visitors
arrived on time. Although queues formed outside waiting for security
clearance, everyone was in good spirits.

Time simply flew by and at 12.35pm, exactly on time, the couple we
had all been waiting for arrived! A guard of honour was formed by
learners from selected Football Schemes from the car to the door.
Even the Queen was wearing corporate colours - her outfit was in fact
a tribute to Hardy Amies, one of the Queen's dressmakers, whose
funeral took place that day.

The College and the Palace had around ten journalists in the building,
hawever with the amount of flashes and dlicking it seemed like
hundreds. The Queen was radiant and the Duke buoyant, both spent
time talking to leamers and staff. They appeared relaxed and impressed
with the new site and interested in all the College did.

Lunch was amazing, our College leamers excelling themselves and
making us all very proud.

Finally, The Queen unveiled the plague to officially open the new
Stevenage Centre, and the visit was over,

Clarol Seavey, Curriculum Area Marager for Supperted
Srudies, imtrodiees The Queen to members of ber feam
and learners i the Ju'ﬂPPuHml Siadies bitchen

This was an unforgettable day for Morth
Hertfordshire College. During the last
two years we have seen the development
of a building for the 21st century with the
most up to date technology placed in
each classroom to enhance the teaching
and leaming experience.

Pruiwdd Williamms, Head of CaVE and Husimess
Divsrlopmend, L\‘.Pllaf.lu te The Duke abour the Collipe
limks with smployers

The design of the building is futuristic and
realistic. It is & working building for Morth
Hertfordshire communities.

MNow the official opening is complete, the
cameras and video recordings finished,
the real work now starts to ensure that
the vision becomes a reality - that the
building attracts individuals to enter and
develop their potential to meet the needs
of the Hertfordshire community.

Mow onwards to Hitchin..,

My sincere thanks to all who contributed
to making March 14th a Perfect Day.

Trina Moore, Deputy Principal
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'l ! Y he exhibition was also visited b}‘ The Rﬂ}'ﬂf Party and
~was the final visit of the day after officially opening
NHC"s Stevenage Centre.

The Royal party had the opportunity to walk round the exhibition,
which included exhibition stands, a series of networking events
and seminars which ran throughout the day to promate the
employment opportunities in Stevenage and the exciting
achievements of Stevenage Businesses. The Royal couple took
time to meet and speak with a number of exhibitors, business
people and children and stopped to look at display stands
including MHC's.

The Business Development Team developed one of the most
impressive stands at the exhibition, with a large range of activities for
visitors to participate in and enter a competition "Win a Computer
for your School” sponsored by DELL Computers. Many College
suppliers also sponsored the stand, which included stunning
graphics, IT technology and plasma screens. Demonstrations from
other areas of the College included leamers from Motor Vehicle,
Hair and Beauty and Fashion and Textiles all giving demonstrations
on what they are studying. Visitors were also given information
about the range of opportunities available at NHC,

Ann Moulder, Manager of Commercial Initiatives, from the
Business Development Unit said, “Being involved in the
“Innovation @ Stevenage" exhibition was a great experience, It
was hard work and needed a lot of preparation but after the many
compliments from the visitors we knew we had represented the
College excellently.”

The Ohmeem meets well wisbers ontside the Tnmovation (@ Steurmape Exbibition

Andy Harbor and David Williams present the
.'T,mrFuIrl' 1] Hrj.iu” Ball and Anna Matveeva

1 t the exbibition NHC ran a
“Win a Computer for your

School” competition.

The competition invited learners from
local schools and visitors to answer
questions on their observations of the
NHC stand. The winner of the
competition, Anna Matveeva from
The Barclay School, was drawn
randomly from hundreds of entries.
NHC COVE Manager David Williams
and Andy Harbor from DELL
Computers presented the flat screen
PC to the 6th form student and her
Head Teacher, Russell Ball.

Russell Ball said, “We are delighted
our student Anna won this
competition and that we now have a
brand new computer for our school.”
He added, “We will be putting the
computer in the sixth form area for all
the other students to use, to help
them with their studies.”
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